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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9-11, 15, 16, 18, 19 and 22-26 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by van de 
Loo (US 6, 322, 221 Bl) . 

van de Loo discloses a pivot assembly (Fig. 4) adapted to 
connect a mirror head and a mirror mounting bracket of a rear 
vision mirror assembly (Fig. 11), the pivot assembly comprising; 

a spigot (11) , 

a plate (14) , 

an aperture in the plate journalled to the spigot (see 11 
and 14) , 

a detent arrangement between the plate and spigot that 
changes from a locked position (17) , where the plate is held 
with respect to the spigot, to a disengaged position by rotation 
of the plate with respect to the spigot (column 5, lines 44-45), 
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a spring (23) acting against the detent arrangement to hold 
it in the locked position, the spring yielding to allow the 
detent arrangement to move to a disengaged position as the plate 
is rotated with respect to the spigot (column 5, lines 52-59), 

attachment arrangements (Fig. 3, 36 and 37) on both the 
spigot and plate that allow the spigot to be secured to either 
one of the mirror head or the mirror mounting bracket and the 
plate to be secured to either one of the mirror head or the 
mirror mounting bracket to enable the mirror head to be held, or 
rotated with respect to the mirror mounting bracket, and 

a stop portion (18 and 19) associated with the spigot and 
adapted to engage with a stop arrangement on either the mirror 
head or the mirror mounting bracket to limit rotation of the 
mirror head with respect to the mirror bracket. The spigot 
includes a spigot plate which is spaced from and parallel with 
the plate (suriEace along where 17 are disposed on) . The stop 
portion includes at least one projection (18) mounted to the 
spigot which when the pivot assembly is mounted between a mirror 
head and mounting bracket engages against the mirror head or the 
mirror bracket and which on rotation engages against the stop 
arrangement on the mirror head or the mirror bracket (column 5, 
lines 40-51) . The detent assembly comprises a recess (plurality 
of 19) and a projection (plurality of 18) . The spigot plate is 
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attached to the mirror mounting bracket and the plate is 
attached to the. mirror head (see Figs. 10 and 11) . The 
attachment arrangement further includes a plurality of threaded 
fasteners securing the plates to the mirror head and mirror 
mounting bracket (Fig. 1, see 13) . The spring comprises a 
concave disc spring (see 23, no structure limitation presented 
by the applicant that preventing from this interpretation) . The 
first plate is spigot (11) , the second plate is a plate 
indicated as 41, and a shaft is 22 (see Fig. 4) . The shaft (22) 
is tubular with the flanges (24) located at each end of the 
tubular shaft. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: . 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
" ' . art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 5, 8, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S-C- 
103(a) as being unpatentable over van de Loo in view of Stolpe 
et al (US 6,022,113) . 
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van de Loo discloses the claimed invention as set forth 
above except for the projections are adapted to travel in semi- 
circular tracks or there are at least two projections being 
positioned diametrically opposite to each other. Stolpe et al 
discloses the projections that are adapted to travel in semi- 
circular tracks (Fig. 10) or there are at least two projections 
being positioned diametrically opposite to each other (Fig. 12, 
see plate 2) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to adapt the projections of Stolpe et al for 
the purpose of engaging and disengaging the mirror head to 
mounting bracket precisely • 

In combination, there are recesses and projections each 
comprise a pair of angle surfaces that form a v-shaped cross- 
section on a plane that is parallel to the axis (see Figs. 6 and 
7 of Stolpe et al reference) . 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable oyer van de Loo. 

van de Loo discloses the claimed invention as set forth 
above except the spigot plate and the plate are produced from 
stamped metal components. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use stamped metal for the plates 
for the purpose of massive production in short time period. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 12-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
.rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in . 

independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims . 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: claims are allowable at least for 
the reason that the prior art does not teach or reasonably 
suggest the tabs that are engaged into the slots by inserting 
the tabs into the opening of the slot and moving the pivot 
assembly in a direction that is substantially transverse to the 
axis of the spigot to fully engage the tabs as set forth in the 
claimed combination. 

Conclusion 

8 . The prior art made of recordi and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Gilbert et al discloses a spigot arrangement to engage and 
disengage the mirror head to the mounting bracket using • 
projections and recesses. 

Any' inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to EUNCHA P. 
CHERRY whose telephone number is 571-272-2310. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4:00, alternate Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor., DREW DUNN can be 
reached on 571-272-2312. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http : //pair-direct .uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . ^..^^^^^^ 
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